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QUALIFICATION 


oF Guru 


His Divine Grace 
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 


Therefore, the conclusion is that a spiritual 
master who is one hundred percent Krishna 
conscious is the bona fide spiritual master, for he 
can solve the problems of life. (Purport to Bg. 2.8) 

The final statement is dtmavic-carandrcanam. 
Atma-vit means a self-realized soul or bona fide 
spiritual master. Unless one is self-realized and 


knows what his relationship with the Supersoul is, 
he cannot be a bona fide spiritual master. (Purport 
to Bhdg. 3.28.2) 

The pure devotee is always free from the 


Unknown photographer 


clutches of Maya and her influence. (Purport to 
Bhag. 5.3.14) 


Cover photo: Srila Prabhupada at an evening program in Paris in August of 1972. Unknown photographer.. 


Unknown artist. Gira Press. Gorakhpur. Circa 1950s. 
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Srila Vyasadev gives divine vision to Sanjaya in the presence of Dhritarastra 


There is no possibility that a first class devotee will 
fall down. (Purport to Cc. madhya 22.71.) 

In the Padma Purana, the characteristics of the guru, 
the bona fide spiritual master, have been described: 


maha-bhagavata-srestho brahmano vai gurur nrnam 


sarvesam eva lokānām asau pūjyo yatha harih 


maha-kula-prastito ’pi sarva-yajnesu diksitah 


sahasra-sakhadhyayi ca na guruh syad avaisnavah 


The guru must be situated on the topmost platform of 
devotional service. There are three classes of devotees, 
and the guru must be accepted from the topmost class. 
The first-class devotee is the spiritual master for all 
kinds of people. It is said, gurur nrnam. The word nrnam 
means “of all human beings.” The guru is not limited 
to a particular group. It is stated in the Upadesamrta 
of Rupa Goswami that a guru is a gosvami, a controller 
of the senses and the mind. Such a guru can accept 
disciples from all over the world. Prthivim sa Sisyat. This 
is the test of the guru. (Purport to Cc. madhya 24.330. 
This verse is also quoted in Hari-bhakti-vilasa 1.53) 

When one has attained the topmost position of 
maha-bhagavata, he is to be accepted as a guru and 


worshiped exactly like Hari, the Personality of 
Godhead. Only sucha person is eligible to occupy the 
post of a guru. (Purport to Cc. madhya, 24.330) 

One should not become a spiritual master unless 
he has attained the platform of uttama-adhikdari. 
A neophyte vaisnava or a vaisnava situated on the 
intermediate platform can also accept disciples, but 
such disciples must be on the same platform, and 
it should be understood that they cannot advance 
very well toward the ultimate goal of life under his 
insufficient guidance. Therefore, a disciple should 
be careful to accept an uttama-adhikari as a spiritual 
master. (Purport to Nectar of Instruction text 5) 

Now, one may question, “Whether you have 
seen Krishna?” So how Krishna can be seen? Yes. A 
spiritual master must have seen Krishna. Without 
seeing, he cannot be spiritual master. But how 
Krishna can be seen? Krishna can be seen by love. 
Premafjana-cchurita-bhakti-vilocanena santah sadaiva 
hrdayesu vilokayanti [Bs. 5.38]. Just like if you are in 
love with somebody, you can see him constantly—he 
is always on your eyes, anyone you love—so similarly, 
Krishna also can be seen by development of love. 


Unknown artist. 


Seine Five Hundred Seventy Seven, Page — 3 


Srila Vyasadev instructs Madhvacharya 


Otherwise, how we can see Krishna? He is so great, 
unlimited. Your eyes, your senses, are all limited. 
You cannot see the unlimited by your limited sense 
perception. But svayam eva sphuraty adah, when you 
are developed in the sense of love of Godhead, then 
he reveals unto you. Therefore you can see. 

Just like the sun. You cannot see the sun by 
challenge at night. If somebody says, “Come on. I 
shall show you. See. Take some aeroplane.” What 
he will see? He can travel all over the sky, but still 
he cannot see the sun. Similarly, this is an example. 
At night you cannot see the sun, but when the sun 
rises, you can see the sun and you can see yourself 
also. By seeing the sun, you can see yourself, you can 
see the world. Similarly, when you see Krishna, then 
you see everything. 

Without seeing Krishna, your eyes are blind, your 
senses are imperfect. Therefore it is said that, “a 
self-realized soul can impart knowledge unto you 
because he has seen the truth.” (From a lecture in 
Los Angeles. 12 January 1969) 


One must find a guru who is a paramaharnsa. Neither 
kuticaka, nor bahiidaka, nor parivrajakacarya [the three 
earlier stages of sannydsa before the topmost stage of 
paramaharnsa]. ... If you do not get a qualified guru, 
then everything is bogus. (From a class in Vrindavan, 
1 November 1976) 

So far designation is concerned, the spiritual 
master authorizes every one of his disciples. But it 
is up to the disciple to carry out the order, able to 
carry it out or not. It is not that the spiritual master 
is partial — he designates one and rejects the other. 
He may do that. If the other is not qualified he can 
do that. But actually his intention is not like that. 
He wants that each and every one of his disciples 
become as powerful as he is, or more than that. That 
is his desire. Just like a father wants every son to be 
as qualified or more qualified than the father. But it 
is up to the student or to the son to raise himself to 
that standard. 

If you are incapable of raising yourself to the 
standard of becoming spiritual master, that is not 
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Srila Vyasadev 


circa 1860. 


Unknown artist. Jaipur 


Unknown artist. Gita Press Gorakhpur. Mahabharata illustration. Circa 1950s. 
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your spiritual master’s fault. That is your fault. He 
wants. Just like Chaitanya Mahaprabhu said, amara 
ajfidya guru hafia [Cc. madhya 7.128], “By my order, 
every one of you become a guru.” If one cannot carry 
out the order of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, then how 
he can become a guru? The first qualification is that 
he must be able to carry out the order of Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhu. Then he becomes guru. So that carrying 
out the order of Chaitanya Mahaprabhu depends on 
one’s personal capacity. (Room conversation in San 
Diego. 29 June 1972) 

Unless one is a resident of Krishna-loka, one 
cannot be a spiritual master. That is the first 
proposition. A layman cannot be a spiritual 
master, and if he becomes so then he will simply 
create disturbance [...] So to summarize the 
whole thing, it is to be understood that a bona 
fide spiritual master is a resident of Krishna-loka. 
(Letter to Mukunda Das. 10 June 1969) 

.. You are correct when you say that when the 
spiritual master speaks it should be taken that 
Krishna is speaking. That is a fact. A spiritual 
master must be liberated... (Letter to Mukunda 
Das. 10 June 1969) @ 


Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada 


Only a devotee of Krishna who knows the science 
of Krishna can act as guru. Since karmis, jfidnis, and 
impersonalists are non-devotees, they can never 
become gurus. Only one who worships the Personality 
of Godhead is able to become a spiritual master. Those 
who think proudly that they are Krishna’s servants 
cannot become spiritual masters unless they proudly 
identify themselves as disciples of a disciple. As long 
as we are proud to be vaisnavas, we cannot become 
guru. A person who acts as guru never claims to be 
a vaisnava or spiritual master. My spiritual master 
never considered himself a vaisnava. One who calls 
himself a vaisnava is branded a non-vaisnava. 

Srila Bhaktivinode Thakur has sung: 

ami ta’ vaisnava, e-buddhi ha-ile 
amani nā haba ami 

pratisthasa asi’, hrdaya dūşibe, 
ha-iba niraya-gami 


Sri Krishna Kathamrita Bindu 


Irne Five Hundred Seventy Seven, Pace — 6 


Vyasa guha, the cave where Srila Vyasadev wrote the Vedas at Managoan Badarikashram 


tumarakinkara — dpane janiba 
guru abhimana tyaji 
tumaraucchistha pada jala renu 


sada niskapate bhaji 


nije sresthajani’ —_ucchistadi-dane 
habe abhimana bhara 
tai Sisya tava thakiya sarvada 
nd la-iba puja kara 
If I think I am a vaisnava, I shall look forward 
to receiving others’ respect. If the desire 
for fame and reputation pollutes my heart, 
I will certainly go to hell, 1 will give up the 
pride of being a guru and consider myself 
your eternal servant. I will sincerely accept 
your remnants and the water that has 
washed your lotus feet. By giving others 
the remnants of my food, I will think myself 
superior and be burdened by the weight of 
false pride. Therefore, always remaining 
your surrendered disciple, I will not accept 
worship from anyone else. (Kalyana Kalpataru) 


Only a pure devotee can be a spiritual master. 
A great personality sees the spiritual master 
everywhere. Such a person is himself qualified to 
become a spiritual master because he can induce 
everyone to become Krishna conscious. Unless we are 
devotees ourselves, we cannot make others devotees. 
Therefore, to become guru, we must become devotees 
of Krishna. We must always engage in Krishna’s 
service with all our senses. We are not qualified to act 
as spiritual master unless we are ourselves staunch 
disciples of our own spiritual master. 

A pure devotee thinks himself to be humbler than 
a blade of grass and more tolerant than a tree. He 
never says he has served his spiritual master enough 
and therefore no longer needs to offer service to his 
guru. He never thinks it is time for him to become 
guru. Although he may indeed act as spiritual master, 
he never becomes proud of it. ra 


— Amrta Vani. 3.65. A collection of statements from Srila 
Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur. Originally compiled in Bengali 
by Sri Bhakti Bhagavat Mayukha Maharaja. Translated into English 
by Bhumipati Das. Touchstone Media. Mumbai. 2004. 


Unknown photographer 


Unknown artist. Kashmir school. Circa 1801-1825. 
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Guru TATTVA 


Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja 


Embodiment of Krishna’s Mercy 


It is said, guru-krsna-prasdde paya bhakti-lata-bija, 
by the mercy of guru one gets the seed of bhakti. 
Therefore, guru is known as krsna-krpa sri mūrti, he is 
the embodiment of krsna-krpa. krsna-krpa has assumed 
a body, and that is sri-guru. He has come here. To 
have the darsana of guru means to get krsna-prasada, 
the mercy of Krishna. (Lecture, Seattle, 18 May 1993) 


Qualification 


If the guru has not gone to the spiritual world, 
how can he take his disciples there? First he must go, 
then he can take his disciples. (Letter to a disciple, 
20 November 1994) 


Resident of Vaikuntha 


Acaryameans one whobrings the message of Vaikuntha 
to us. He is krsna-parsada, an associate of Krishna. If we 
completely surrender unto him and get his mercy, then 
we will be able to understand his message. Otherwise 


we cannot understand. Only one who has come from 
Vaikuntha can speak about Vaikuntha. Only one who 
has come from Vancouver, who resides in Vancouver, 
can give you information about Vancouver. So who else 
other than one who has come from Vaikuntha can give 
you the message of Vaikuntha? The dcaryas have said 
this. Such a person can deliver the pure message with 
nothing mixed because he has come from that kingdom. 
That is dcarya. Krishna says (Bhag. 11.17.27): 


acaryam mam vijaniyan navamanyeta karhicit 


na martya-buddhyasiyeta sarva-deva-mayo guruh 


“Such a guru, dcdarya, is as good as myself.” To 
think of sad-guru as an ordinary human being is an 
inexcusable offense. (Lecture, Seattle, 18 May 1993) 


The Descending Rope 


Such a guru, who is a bona-fide representative of 
Krishna, has come down from Krishna’s abode. There is 
aprema-bhakti-stitra. Sūtra means “rope” or “thread”. One 
end of the prema-bhakti-siitrais attached to the lotus feet 
of Krishna in Goloka Vrindavan. The guru has come with 
the other end of that rope here. The conditioned souls, 
fallen in the deep, dark well of material existence, are 
suffering. Such a guru is outside the well. He’s not under 
the grip of maya. He throws his end of the rope to the 
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Meeting of Sri Sri Radha and Krishna 


conditioned souls in the dark well of material existence 
and says, “Clasp it very tightly.” Then he pulls the souls 
up. This is the process. The guru does this. It is not an 
easy affair to deliver even one conditioned soul from the 
fort of maya. The guru has to spend gallons and gallons 
of spiritual blood to deliver just one soul. It is a heavy 
responsibility. If even one conditioned soul is delivered, 
the guru feels so much happiness. 


Itis areciprocal affair. It is not one-sided. You should 
clasp the end of the rope very tightly. That means you 
should follow the guru’s instruction as it is. Don’t twist 
it. Don’t add any of your deliberation to it. Whatever 
he says, just do exactly that. He gives some “do’s” and 
some “don'ts”. You must strictly follow his instructions. 
Don’t be lazy. Then the guru will pull you up. Otherwise, 
if you are not serious, if you are lazy, careless, 


Unknown artist. Vintage Indian painting. 
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Don'T CRITICIZE 
Satvata Tantra 4.49-53 
sarva-bhakti-vyatikarah sva-guror vag anādarah 


dvesena narakam yati kurvan bhaktim api dvija 


One who out of hatred acts contrary to all 
the rules of devotional service, disrespecting 
the words of guru, goes to hell, in spite of 
performing bhakti. 


dosa-drstya dosavan syat tatra dosa-phalam bhavet 


martya-drstya krtam sarvarn bhavet kurijara-Sauca-vat 


One who sees a fault is possessed of that same 
fault and will suffer the result of that fault. All 
the endeavors of one who sees their guru as 
an ordinary person become fruitless like the 
bathing of an elephant. 


sarva-sddhana-mukhya hi guru-seva sadadrta 


yaya bhaktir bhagavati hy afijasd syat sukhavaha 


Of all the activities of sadhana, the most 
important is service to the guru. By that 
service, devotion to the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead is quickly, easily, and happily attained. 


tasmat sarva-prayatnena guror vag-ddarena vai 


kāryā saiva tu tat sarva bhagavad-bhakti-vardhini 


One should therefore very carefully respect 
the guru’s words. They increase one’s devotion 
to the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 


yesam gurau ca japye ca visnau ca paramatmani 


nasti bhaktih sada tesarn vacanam parivarjayet 


One should always reject the words of those 


who have no devotion for their guru, for 
sacred mantras, for Lord Vishnu, or for the all- 
pervading Supersoul. 


Bibliography 


— Satvata-tantra. English translation by Sri Kusakratha Das. 
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Narada Muni and Vyasadev console Yudhisthir 
Maharaja after the battle of Kurukshetra 


or superfluous, you will never accept guru’s instruction. 
Or you half accept it and half reject it. Youadd your own 
deliberations and twist it. Then you cannot be helped. 
If you are very serious, very strict, then guru will pull 
you up. That is his duty. Otherwise, guru may lift you up, 
then you deviate or become lenient, and then you again 
fall down. Seeing this, the guru feels great pain in his 
heart, “I spent so many gallons of blood to deliver him, 
but this fellow didn’t follow, so he fell down.” To deliver 
just one soul from maya’s fortress is a very difficult task. 
It is a heavy responsibility. This is guru. (The Process of 
Inquiry, p. 83-84. Discussion, San Diego, 23 June 1992.) 


Premika-bhakta 


Who can lead you to the lotus feet of Krishna? Who can 
give you the clue how to see or approach the lotus feet 
of Krishna? That is guru, a premi-guru, premika-bhakta, a 
dear devotee who has established a loving relationship 
with Krishna. He is day and night, twenty-four hours, 
engaged in the loving service of Krishna. He who has 
bound up Krishna in his heart with the rope of love, only 
sucha guru can show youand lead you to the lotus feet of 
Krishna, because he is a very dear and intimate associate 
of Krishna. Such a personality is a radha-priya-sakhi, a 
very dear girl companion of Srimati Radharani. (Flow of 
Nectar, p. 59. Lecture, Bhubaneswar, 18 August 1993.) @ 


Unknown artist. Gita Press. Gorakhpur. Circa 1960s. 
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How Mapan MoHAN 
CAME TO 
SANATAN GOSWAMI 


Sri Nityananda Das’ Prema Vilāsa, chapter 23 


Dear readers, please listen with a one-pointed 
mind to the story of how Lord Madan-mohan made 
his appearance. The deity of Madan-gopal was being 
devoutly worshiped by two devotees in Mathura named 
Damodar Chaube and his wife Sri Vallabha. These two 
affectionately called the deity “Madan-mohan” and out 
of love cared for him as if he were their son. Indeed, 
the Lord played and quarreled with Damodar’s sons. 
Sometimes he even complained to their father about 
them, and they ate and slept together. 

When Rupa and Sanatan Goswami arrived in 
Vrindavan, Madan-mohan appeared in their 
dream and said, “O Sanatan, I am staying at the 
house of a devotee named Chaube. I want you to 
take me from him. Keep me with you and serve 
me with great care and attention.” 
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Srila Sanatan Goswami offering bhoga to Madan Mohan 


Unknown artist. Indian poster print. Circa 1960s. 


Unknown artist. Painting from inside of the current Madan Mohan temple in Vrindavan. 


Unknown artist. Pencil art. 
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The original Madan Mohan temple in Vrindavan in 1789 


Being thus ordered by the Lord, Sanatan Goswami 
went to Chaube’s house on the pretext of begging 
alms. Chaube and his wife had intense love and 
affection for Madan-mohan and, astonished to see 
their behavior, Sanatan Goswami concluded that they 
must be expansions of Nanda and Yashoda. 

Madana-mohan said to Sanatan Goswami, “You can 
take me wherever you want.” 

The Lord then turned to Chaube and his wife and 
said, “Both of you have nourished me like your own 
son. Dear mother and father, believe my words. 
There is no doubt that both of you will come and 
live with me in Goloka Vrindavan. Now, however, I 
will go with Sanatan Goswami. Do not feel distress.” 

When the couple heard this, they began to 
cry loudly, so the Lord consoled them with 
sweet words. Afterwards, Sanatan Goswami 
offered his obeisances to Chaube and took the 
Madana-mohan deity to his cottage. He kept 
the deity there and offered whatever service 
he could manage. Seeing Madan-mohan there, 
all of the vrajavasis became happy. After some 


time, the deity desired to live in a temple. By the 
arrangement of providence, a boat belonging toa 
merchant got stuck in the Yamuna right in front 
of Sanatan Goswami’s cottage. The merchant 
left the boat and fell down at Madana-mohan’s 
lotus feet. He folded his hands and pledged that 
if the Lord would just help his boat to move, then 
whatever profit he would make from this trip he 
would donate to build a temple. 

As soon as the merchant said this, his boat began to 
sail freely. On that trip, the merchant made a huge profit 
and, as promised, he used it to build a gorgeous temple 
for Madana-mohan and to arrange for the deity’s service. 
Following his example, many other pious merchants 
came to Vrindavan and built temples for Radha-Govinda, 
Radha-Gopinath, Radha-Damodar, Radha-vinoda, 
Radha-raman, and Radha-Shyamasundar. fa 
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By the Medieval Gaudiya poet, Sri Dinabandhu Das 


(tatha-raga) 


Sriguru-carana duti, jini kalpataru koti 
se carana hrdaye dhariya 
āpanāra tanu mana, tāhe kari samarpaņa 
bhaja bha-i eka-mana haiya 
The two feet of Sri Guru are just like millions of 
desire-fulfilling trees. Clutching those feet close to 
the heart, dedicate your body and mind to him. O 
brother! Worship him with a one-pointed mind. 
pitambara pardaiya, bhaksya upahara diya 
sevā kari manera harise 
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guru-rapa sakhī sarge, sakhī-rūpa dhari range 


daga-maga rasera avese 

O brother! By giving him gifts of pitambara yellow 
cloth (remnants of the deity), by offering him various 
foodstuffs (mahda-prasada) to eat and serving him in 
various ways, Sri Guru will experience immense mental 
satisfaction. By doing so, you will see Sri Guru in his 
spiritual form as a sakhi (maidservant of Sri Radha- 
Krishna). Along with Sri Guru in the form of a sakhi, 
you too will joyously attain the form of a sakhi and 
will swoon around, being overpowered by bhakti-rasa. 
Sri-guru-carana age, yāba takhi maha-bhage 

pravesa kariba vrndavane 
kalinda-nandini-kile, — kalpa-tarura mile 


ratna-vedi parama-mohane 


Following the footsteps of Sri Guru, you will thus 
attain the greatest fortune and will enter the divine 


Unknown photographer 
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abode of Vrindavan. There on the banks of Kalindi 
under a desire-fulfilling tree, you will see a most 
attractive jewel-bedecked platform. 


takhe ratna-simhasane, basiyache dui jane 
natavara natinira vese 
saudamini jala-dhara, gori Syama manohara 


dhala dhala rasera dvese 


On that platform is a simhdsana (throne) embedded 
with jewels, where two personalities are seated in the 
attire of natavara (the greatest masculine protagonist) 
and natini (the greatest feminine companion). Their 
enchanting golden and dark forms resemble a lightning 
thunderbolt anda dark cloud respectively, and they both 
are fully engrossed in a rapturous experience of rasa. 

sakhi-gana cari pase, nija nija abhilase 
sevd kare Gnandita mane 
dinabandhu dasa bhane, nagara nagari sane 


kata dine dekhiba nayane 


On all four sides of this couple are their sakhis who 
ina joyous state of mind serve the couple according to 
their respective personal tastes. Dinabandhu Das sings, 
“Someday, I too will see the most expert connoisseurs 
of love — Radha and Krishna — with my own eyes.” @ 


— Translated by Hari Parshad Das from Vaisnava-padavali, 
fourth edition. April 2010. Compiled and edited by Hare 
Krishna Mukhopadhyay. Published by Shishu Sahitya Sadan 
Pvt. Ltd., Kolkata. 
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Spoken by Lord Shiva in 
Kularnava Tantra 13.108. 


guravo bahavah santi sisya-vittapaharaka 


durlabhah sad-gurur devi sisya-santapa-harakah 


O Devi, there are many gurus who are expert 
in plundering the wealth of their disciples, but a 
bona fide guru who can remove the miseries of 
his disciple is very difficult to find. 


— Atindriya Das Bhakti Gunakar, editor. Gaudiya Kanthahara 
1.48 (An anthology of important verses from various sources. 
Compiled for the pleasure of and originally published by Srila 
Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Thakur Prabhupada). Published by 
Ras Bihari Lal and Sons. Vrindavan. 2005. 
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